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Media Release 
 

For Immediate Release 

May 3, 2016   

 

Local Canadian Tire and Jumpstart program nominated for the  

2016 ASBA Friends of Education Award  

 
GRANDE PRAIRIE, AB – The Board of Trustees are pleased to recognize the local Canadian 
Tire franchise, and the Canadian Tire Jumpstart program, for the 2016 Alberta School Boards’ 
Association (ASBA) Friends of Education Award. The Award recognizes individuals or 
organizations who are demonstrably committed to improving education for Alberta students and 
have made a significant contribution to education in Alberta.     
 
Canadian Tire, and the Jumpstart Program, are very important partners with GPPSD.  Last 
year, the local Canadian Tire branch received a $25,000 reward from the corporate office in 
recognition for their fundraising efforts in support of the Jumpstart program. The local Canadian 
Tire chose to donate the $25,000 to support the breakfast programs at four GPPSD schools; 
Alexander Forbes, Avondale, Bridge Network and I.V. Macklin.   
 
“Canadian Tire has been a dedicated supporter of schools and the community for many years,” 
said John Lehners, Board Chair for the Grande Prairie Public School District. “Their commitment 
has truly impacted the lives of our students and, as a School Board, we are proud to 
acknowledge all the great work they have done.”  
  
GPPSD is especially excited to be a Community Partner of the Canadian Tire Jumpstart 
program, which provides financial support to support students to participate in sports and 
recreation programs or activities. Through this partnership, Jumpstart is currently providing 
$4,500 worth of futsal equipment to Avondale School, Hillside Community School and 
Swanavon School. Futsal is a low impact, modified form of soccer played on a smaller, typically 
an indoor field. Along with this equipment, students enrolled in the Academy Soccer program 
will have the opportunity to work on their leadership skills while assisting students with futsal at 
these three sites.  

 
“Myself, Jim Boccioletti and all of the members of our local chapter are very honoured to be 
nominated for the 2016 Friends of Education Award,” said Ron Regnier, General Manager at 
Canadian Tire #344. “We are also excited to support the GPPSD futsal program that will allow 
almost 100 children to get active and encourage healthy behaviours for the students in our 
community.”    
 
The unveiling of the new futsal equipment donated will take place tomorrow, May 4, at 
Swanavon School at 12:30 p.m., Avondale School at 1:15 p.m and Hillside at 1:55 p.m.  
 
Media are invited to photograph the event and learn more about the ongoing success and 
growth of the GPPSD-Jumpstart Community partnership.   
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About Canadian Tire Jumpstart: Jumpstart is a national charity with a commitment to local 
communities. Organized sports connect kids to their communities. Canadian Tire Corporation 
recognized this and makes sure that money raised stays where it is donated. Canadian Tire 
Corporation is Jumpstart’s biggest supporter as it funds all the general administrative expenses 
of Jumpstart, which means 100% of customer donations go directly to help kids in need. 
Jumpstart is an opportunity to give kids from families in financial need the same chance to 
participate as their neighbours, their classmates and their friends. The vision of Jumpstart is 
simple: Canada, where all kids have a chance to fulfil their dreams. For more information, 
please visit jumpstart.canadiantire.ca.   

About Grande Prairie Public School District (GPPSD): The Grande Prairie Public School 
District is a learning community in the city of Grande Prairie responsible for the education of 
over 8,000 students. The Grande Prairie Public School District is proud to provide a variety of 
Preschool, French Immersion, Montessori, Christian Education, sports-focused and 
International Baccalaureate programs catered to the students and parents of the Grande Prairie 
community. Growing from 15 schools to 18 schools in September 2017, the District serves 
students from Preschool through Grade 12 and believes in creating a nurturing environment 
where “Every Student Succeeds.” For more information, please visit and follow @GPPSD2357 
on Facebook and Twitter. 
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Media contacts:  
Mr. John Lehners  
Board Chair  
Grande Prairie Public School District #2357 
780-832-7832 
John.Lehners@gppsd.ab.ca  

Navneet Sahota 
Communications Coordinator 
Grande Prairie Public School District #2357 
780-532-4491 Ext.1022 
Navneet.Sahota@gppsd.ab.ca 
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